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110 River Basin Districts,
40 international 

= 60 % of EU-27-area
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Harmonization Requirements 
based on Art. 5 Analysis (report 2005):

• Delineation of Waterbodies
• Identfication of Watertypes
• Definition of main Pressures and Impacts
• Determination of Environmental 

Objectives under Art. 4
• Delineation of Heavily Modified

Waterbodies (HMWB)
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HMWB  Europe
Art. 5 report
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ndesbetrieb für Wasserwirtschaft, Küsten- und Naturschutz
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Performance indicator per Member State regarding the implementation 
of the environmental and economic analysis
– Article 5 WFD- including the EU-27 average (based on Member States' reports). 
*The scores for BG and RO are based on preliminary assessments.

Source: COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCIL
Towards sustainable water management in the European Union      COM(2007) 128 final.
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“ This Directive is based on a number of key principles : 

First, it is holistic,
because it looks at the water system as a whole.  It includes groundwater, surface water 
and marine water in a co-ordinated way to enhance synergies and avoid duplications.
Secondly, it applies the integrated approach,
because it aims to identify links with other policies, like maritime, agriculture, 
and land use planning, to name but a few.
Thirdly, it is transparent,
because public participation is one of its central features.  
Fourthly, it follows economic principles,
because it seeks to promote the efficient use of water through proper pricing policies.
And finally, it is ecological,
because its core binding target is the “good ecological status”, 
a true indicator of the health of the ecosystem and its biodiversity.

European Water Conference 2007 Brussels
22-23 March 2007

Opening Speech by Mr Stavros DIMAS
Member of the European Commission responsible for the Environment
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According to the WFD the Member States have to report their RBMP by March 2010 
and, on this basis, the Commission has to publish a report and 
submit it to the European Parliament and the Council by December 2012. 

The contents of the report are laid down in the Article 18 of the WFD:
−a review of progress in the implementation of the Directive;
−a review of the status of surface water and groundwater in the Community 

undertaken in coordination with the European Environment Agency;
−a survey of the River Basin Management Plans submitted in accordance with 

Article 15, including suggestions for the improvement of future plans;
−a summary of the response to each of the reports or recommendations 

to the Commission made by Member States pursuant to Article 12;
−a summary of any proposals, control measures and 

strategies developed under Article 16;
−a summary of  the responses to comments made by the European Parliament 

and the Council on previous implementation reports.

actual challenge:

Strategies against pollution of water 
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The WFD was adopted to transform water management, and in particular to introduce new 
elements such as to
- Establish a river basin approach, including international cooperation between MS and beyond

for transboundary basins
- Address all pressures and impacts
- Establish ambitious environmental objectives for water bodies
- Put the protection of the resource and the aquatic ecosystems in the centre of action by

establishing a comprehensive definition of status (ecological and chemical)
- Integrate the implementation of all water policies and other environmental directives closely

linked to water in a coherent planning framework
- Incorporate recovery of costs of water services including environmental and   resource costs
- Integrate water management into other policies in a transparent way
- Establish a participatory approach to water management

What actions have been taken by Member States to adapt their water management to the WFD 
principles?

Room document – agenda point 1

TOWARDS A CONCEPT FOR COMPLIANCE CHECKING OF THE 
WFD RIVER BASIN MANAGEMENT PLANS

Water Directors meeting 24-25 November 2008

- Put the protection of the resource and the aquatic ecosystems in the centre of action by
establishing a comprehensive definition of status (ecological and chemical)

e.g. threats of navigation on ecosystems

e.g. ecological and economical restoration 
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Room document – agenda point 1

TOWARDS A CONCEPT FOR COMPLIANCE CHECKING OF THE 
WFD RIVER BASIN MANAGEMENT PLANS

Water Directors meeting 24-25 November 2008

The aim will be to analyse the Programme of Measures to assess the contents and 
the  level of commitment  of the measures … and to allow comparing the overall 
level of ambition  of MS action.
The analysis of the RBMP should provide information on how MS have changed their 
water management since the adoption of the WFD, and how the WFD principles have 
been incorporated into the legal, administrative and implementation practice in MS.
…
In addition, the analysis of the RBMP should be able to provide a comparable picture 
of what MS are doing to tackle the  main threats and challenges for water
( hydromorphology,  agriculture, chemical pollution, eutrophication…). 
The level of commitment of those measures is also crucial.



090219 Janning

www.euwma.org
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3.000-
10.000 

km²

County A County B

Water Management Association
authorized by law with souvereign
fees or taxes to operate „water“
within the customers region
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Terms that might resp. will determine the upcoming discussion
within and among water management organisations on the 
draft and final River Basin Management Plans as well as making 
the Programme of Measures operational from 2010 on:

• environmental objectives and how to reach them - until 2027
• assessement of performance (enhancement), not only status
• ecoregional management and riverbasin reporting
• cost recovery and incentives for users
• polluter pay principle and/or beneficiary principle
• cost-benefit of biodiversity and wetland development
• precision and confidence of data
• affordability and disproportionality of costs
• complaint strategy and/or common implementation strategy
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Your gateway to
European water information. 

BLUE - consultations ongoing 
RED - consultation have not yet started 
PURPLE - consultations ongoing in a part of the country 
GREEN - consultations finalised 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/participation/map_mc/map.htm

Select a country by clicking on the map.

Last updated: 03/02/2009 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/participation/map_mc/map.htm
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River Basin Management 
- the overall challenge 

The water environment is a precious and 
vital resource that must be protected. 
The Draft River Basin Management Plan 
focuses on achieving the protection, 
improvement and sustainable use of the 
water environment - surface freshwaters 
(including lakes, streams and rivers), 
groundwater and ecosystems such as  
wetlands that depend on ground-, 
surfacewaters, coastal and  estuarine 
waters. 
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Measures to address the WFD key issues at a 
local level include restoration schemes  to 
remove hard bank reinforcement or 
replacement with ‘soft’ engineering solutions, 
improved floodplain connectivity and 
alteration of river beds within culverts.

Given and general examples of such 
restoration work: 

A river channel is being naturalised by 
meandering the river and creating a new flood 
plain with a wetland mosaic. 

A network of reedbed islands provide valuable 
new habitat, visual enhancement and improved 
water quality. 
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Romania has 1 river basin district, 
which has international sharing 
water courses with Serbia to the 
south-west, Bulgaria to the south, 
Hungary to the west, Ukraine to the 
north and Moldova to the 
north-east. The river basin district 
of Romania is separated into 11 
hydrographic basins. 

A central webpage provides all 
information on the implementation of the Water Framework Directive.

Read more about consultation on the specific pages of the relevant Competent Authorities:
National Administration Apele Romane

Consultation on the draft River Basin Management Plan will take place between 
January 1st 2009 and June 30th 2009. 
Key documents and links to key documents are available also centrally in the 
Commission's CIRCA on line library. 

http://www.rowater.ro/
http://www.rowater.ro/#/Consultarea%20publicului
http://circa.europa.eu/Public/irc/env/wfd/library?l=/framework_directive/implementation_documents_1/information_consultation&vm=detailed&sb=Title
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Status of the Draft DRBM Plan/JPM as of 
December 2008 and respective key issues 
as part of the draft DRBM Pan mid-May 2009

The following key issues can be expected as part of the 
draft DRBM Plan for mid-May 2009:
...

Chapter 3: Identified significant pressures in the DRBD
...
Comprehensive analysis regarding hydromorphological
alterations in rivers related to the three components of
longitudinal continuity interruption, lateral disconnection
of wetlands/floodplains and hydrological modifications.
...
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Directorate-General for
Water Affairs at the Netherlands Ministry 
of Transport, Public Works and 
Water Management

Supplementary Measures Hydromorphology: 

• 1345 km restore wet, close to nature banks, 
268 km ditches to meander. 

• 1.031 ha catchments restore as wetlands.
• 1.900 ha mitigate drainage regulation.
• 23.514 ha enhance waterlevels.
• 437 barrages rebuild for continuity.
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The challenge in water bodies of this kind 
is not to turn back the clock in 
hydromorphological terms. 
Many  wetland wildlife areas in the 
Netherlands are likewise heavily  modified, 
if not actually artificial, but nevertheless 
of such (potential) ecological value that all further 
development should be prevented as a 
matter of principle. Directorate-General for

Water Affairs at the Netherlands Ministry 
of Transport, Public Works and 
Water Management
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wetlands serve public welfare



090219 Janning

„space for water“ – i.e. floodprotection 
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„good status“ paid by 2 to 3 % yearly  increase of waterfees  
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Significant issues raised by the public 

– Health, agricultural pressures…

– Willingness to pay … polluter should pay ! But each single user has some
difficulties in identifying himself as a potential payer

– People seem more focused on safe drinking water supply and efficient 
waste water treatment, than on ecological uses of water resources. It
could be a gap compared to WFD objectives. 

Mise en œuvre de la participation du public dans l’application de la Directive cadre eau - Fontevraud, 13 & 14 novembre 2008
How to implement the Water Framework Directive on public participation
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Your gateway to
European water information. 

BLUE - consultations ongoing 
RED - consultation have not yet started 
PURPLE - consultations ongoing in a part of the country 
GREEN - consultations finalised 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/participation/map_mc/map.htm

Select a country by clicking on the map.

Last updated: 03/02/2009 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/participation/map_mc/map.htm
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Thank you for Your attention +


	Reporting-Pyramide

